
 

 

The following reflects an examination of the Bible regarding “baptism” in all forms of the word, as well 
as references to being “born”, whether that refers to being born again, or born of water and anything 
that references the washing or cleansing of sins. 
 
Remember, what we are most interested in, for the discussion at hand, are references that indicate 
what we have to do be saved, and or what we have to do to meet the conditions to have a relationship 
with God and his Son such that we will be rewarded with everlasting life. 
 
Under a previous section we have put forth for your consideration a number of conditions that God, 
through Christ and his disciples, has established to be saved.  As such, baptism was just one condition 
among many others.  In this section we will take a closer look at “baptism” in all of its forms to 
determine its nature as it relates to us according to the Bible. 
 
According to the Biblical message we are born into sin; we cannot help but to sin because of the flesh.  It 
is said that Jesus is sinless; however, even he received the baptism, which according to John is for 
repentance and the remission of sins.  If baptism was an important event for a sinless man to receive, 
how much more meaningful would it be for us to receive it. 
 
We want what God has to offer, and he wants to be in our minds and in the content of our thoughts, 
always.  To assist us he instructed us to do certain things.  One is the communion, “… do this in 
remembrance of me …”.  Another is to pray and have faith.  One more is to love, our God and our 
brothers.  The one we’re discussing is baptism.  Although there are others, of all of these we are 
commanded to do two (Christ’s commandments of love).  Of course, if we attend to these two we’ll be 
doing everything.  He does not command us to be baptized.  However, if baptism was such a huge event 
for the introduction of the adult Jesus to us as our Christ, the Messiah, then we may want to consider it 
more.  The fact that he went out and baptized others, not necessarily for his sake, although he desires 
the relationship, then we should consider it as something important to him.  When you love someone so 
much you are willing to lose your life, baptism is an easy thing to do for someone who appears to desire 
us to be baptized. 
 
Although this investigation will conclude that baptism is not a necessary prerequisite to be saved, 
however, due to the fact Jesus advocated for it and received it, a sinless man, and then went out and 
baptized the masses, it is my impression that he desires us all to receive it.  This is despite what we 
learned from the section on being saved, that just by believing Jesus is the Christ, we are born of God, 
and unable to sin, or even possess sin.  Still, Jesus was an advocate for baptism. 
 
 

Baptism / Baptize 
 

 Matthew 3:6   And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  
 

This verse associates baptism, water (in the river Jordan) with the confessing of sins.  It doesn’t 
necessarily place which one occurred first, but based on the sentence structure it suggests, that baptism 
may have occurred before the confession of sins. 
 



 

 

Matthew 3:11   I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 
not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  
 

This verse states that John baptizes with water for the purposes of repentance.  Although it does not 
refer to it here, we may infer that “repentance” refers to the sin confession.  John also foretells that 
there is someone greater than he (Jesus) who baptizes with the Holy Ghost and fire. 
 
Although in previous verses it states what John’s purpose is, Jesus wasn’t on the scene yet, inferring, the 
people he was preaching his message to and baptized were unaware of Jesus, who he was, and what his 
purpose was.  Hence, they couldn’t believe in him before their baptism.  His own apostles didn’t 
understand much of what he was or his purpose was until after he was captured.  Note, all of the people 
before Christ’s resurrection, even the apostles, did not understand that he was going to be crucified, 
and did not know he would be resurrected.  They didn’t understand anything we know from the Gospels 
except what Jesus stated, and what Jesus prompted the apostles to say. 
 
Faith in the resurrection was a matter for those who came after, and for most Christians only through 
the gospels.  For the contemporaries, statements from Paul and the others concerning faith, belief and 
hope in the resurrection, were not applicable or available. 
 
The point of the information presented above is to illustrate that while John spoke of God and of the 
Messiah, he did not expound on the resurrection promise and what connection baptism had with it.  The 
people he was addressing did not know of the hope and grace of Jesus and of the resurrection.  They 
were probably faithful to the same God Christians have faith in, but couldn’t have had faith in Jesus and 
all that involved him; not yet. 
 
Therefore, it may be concluded that baptism under John occurred before faith, belief, hope, grace, the 
promise, the cross, the blood, the resurrection, and well before any of the gospels were written about 
Christ.  The intent of the baptism was for the repentance of sins. 
 
Matthew 3:13 
 

Matthew 20:22   But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.  

 
Refer to the discussion below. 
 

Matthew 20:23   And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: 
but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  
 

According to this passage the disciples (assuming us as well) will be baptized with the same baptism 
Jesus received, that is for the purposes of repentance and the confession of sins.  The type of baptism 
received by Jesus, through John raises a few questions, which will not be addressed here.  As other 
verses may suggest, this supports the assertion that there is one baptism.  An additional concern that 
also will not be addressed in detail here, simply stated, is the fact that John differentiates the baptism 
that he offers and that which Jesus offers. 
 



 

 

The part of the verse that addresses drinking from his cup may be a reference to the last supper in which 
Jesus instructs the disciples to drink from his cup in remembrance of him.  It may also be a simple 
reference that foretells of the trials they will all endure because of following him. 
 
Regardless, the verse does not illuminate that baptism is a prerequisite condition of being saved.  It does 
infer that the baptism will consist of water for the purposes of repentance and the confession of sins, 
because that was what John’s baptism consisted of. 
 

Matthew 28:19   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:  
 

This verse promotes the idea of spreading Christ’s message to all nations. 
 
It also provides an alternative formula of how baptism should be conducted.  Here, this verse is 
suggesting baptism should be conducted “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost”.  Please note, although the verse seems to indicate that baptism should be conducted as such, in 
exclusion to others, other verses suggest we baptize by simply stating “in the name of the Lord”.  We 
may consider this to fall under the same considerations as stated under the heading “Criteria To Be 
Saved”.  Baptizing “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” is just one way to 
accomplish the act.  We cannot conclude exclusivity of this verse without dismissing other verses. 

 
  Mark 1:4   John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  
 

This verse is straight forward and states that John preaches the baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins.  Suggesting baptism consists of three parts: providing the message of baptism, that it is for 
repentance and for the purpose of remission of sins. 
 

Mark 1:5   And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  
 

This verse is very similar to one of the previously explained verses above.  It does however seem to 
suggest that baptism occurred first then the confessing of sins.  It doesn’t indicate whether or not 
baptism is a prerequisite condition for being saved. 
 

  Mark 1:8   I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  
 

According to this verse John baptizes with water, but Jesus baptizes with the Holy Ghost.  Note, John 
continues to differentiate between the two baptisms, while other verses will suggest there is only one. 
 

Mark 10:38   But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?  
 

This verse and the one following were addressed previously in similar verses provided by Matthew. 
 
Mark 10:39   And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the 
baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:  
 

This verse and the one above were addressed previously.  Please refer to that discussion. 
 



 

 

Mark 16:16   He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  

 
This verse was addressed under the section on “Criteria To Be Saved” and appears to be stating that, at 
the very least, belief and baptism are optional conditions to be saved.  It also suggests that if you do not 
believe you will be damned.  What it does not state is that the only way to be saved is through belief 
and baptism.  We may infer it, or want to infer it, but it doesn’t state it. 
 
If the message of Christ and God is agreed with and we choose to “believe”, then belief is the first step.  
Of course many might suggest the first step is the Spirit, which is understandable.  Everything we do 
requires some type of inspiration.  We are constantly bombarded with information daily, but to act on 
something requires some type of inspiration.  There is good reason to argue that the inspiration 
received is from the Spirit.  It may be easy to see that from this spiritual inspiration we are moved to 
investigate, learn, listen and decide whether or not we believe. 
 

Luke 3:3   And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;  
 

This verse was addressed previously and states John preaches the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. Please refer to the previous discussion. 
 

Luke 3:16   John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:  

 
This verse was addressed previously and states John baptizes with water and Jesus with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire.  Please refer to the previous discussion. 
 

John 1:26   John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;  
 

The first part of this verse was addressed above.  Please refer to the above discussion regarding the 
baptism and water connection.  The bottom line is that John baptizes with water. 
 
The second part was somewhat discussed in theory, but this verse seems to indicate in verse that those 
who John was addressing during his baptismal were unaware who Jesus was and that he (Jesus) was 
among them. 
 

John 1:28   These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

This verse doesn’t provide much to the discussion.  It has already been established John was in the 
business of baptizing. 
 

John 1:31   And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.  

 
It has already been established John was in the business of baptizing with water.  It seems to be 
suggesting that John did not know Jesus, but through baptizing Jesus will be made plain to the people.  It 
may be inferred that it is through the preaching of the baptism for repentance that Jesus will be 
manifested, however, it is not stated. 
 

John 1:33   And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the 
Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  
 



 

 

The first part of this verse seems to be referencing Jesus, and suggests that John did not know him 
before the time in which he was baptized.  It also suggests that the only way John will recognize Jesus is 
through signs; “… the Spirit descending …” 
 
It has already been established that John baptized with water, while Jesus baptizes with the Holy Ghost.  
In another verse it states Jesus baptizes with fire, which is something to consider.  Another verse states 
that he baptizes with both the Holy Ghost and fire.  This verse states that God told John that Jesus 
baptizes with the Holy Ghost, only.  Can both verses be accurate?  If you consider the verses 
independently, then the answer is yes.  What the two verses indicate is that both can be true.  God 
didn’t state he will “only” baptize with the Holy Ghost, or with fire. 
 

  John 3:23   And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were 
baptized.  
 

This verse points out that John was baptizing in the specific area “because there was much water there”.  
It doesn’t state that there has to be a certain amount of water present, just that in this area, there was 
“much water”.   It has already been established John was in the business of baptizing. 
 

John 3:26   And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, 
behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.  
 

This verse points out that the people who he was baptizing informed him that Jesus was baptizing at the 
same time.  The informers don’t claim that the baptism that Jesus was performing was any different 
from John’s. 
 

Acts 1:5   For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  
 

Jesus baptizes with the Holy Ghost and John baptizes with water.  This was addressed above. 
 
Acts 2:38   Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
 

This verse suggests you will receive the Holy Ghost when you have repented and have been baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.  
 
This verse is suggesting that the baptism be conducted “in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins”.  This point was mentioned above to simply illustrate that depending on the verse, baptism is 
conducted with a variety of words.  The common denominator is reference to Jesus as expressed by the 
terms Lord, Jesus Christ, and Christ.  As mentioned above, there is no reason why one should be picked 
over the others.  I think we have to keep in mind why we even get baptized and for sake of who?  
Although there are purification and cleansing rituals mentioned in the Old Testament, “baptism” is a 
New Testament act that cleanses us of sins.  Jesus is brought on to the scene through baptism and the 
Godly announcement.  The point being, it is an event in regards to Jesus, above all else.  When we 
baptize we should consider who we are required to believe in to gain our reward. 
 

  Acts 8:12   But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.  
 



 

 

This verse suggests that it was after hearing Philip preach about the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ that the people believed, then they were baptized. 
 
Preaching the message preceded belief, which preceded baptism.  This follows a logical sequence that 
most everyone can understand. 
 
It does not offer anything to suggest that baptism is the absolute prerequisite to be saved. 

 
  Acts 8:13   Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the 
miracles and signs which were done.  
 

This verse supports the idea that belief occurs before baptism. 
It suggests that upon baptism, something stirred in Simon that made him “wonder” and witness 
miracles and signs. 
 
It does not offer anything to suggest that baptism is the absolute prerequisite to be saved. 

 
Acts 8:16   (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)  
 

This verse suggests that we should be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Regarding the manner in 
which the words are stated during the baptismal, it does not state that the phrase “in the name of the 
Lord Jesus” is the only way we are supposed to baptized, or be baptized.  In fact other verses offer it 
differently. 
 
Verses nearby are referring to the laying on of hands during the baptismal process, and that it facilitated 
the Holy Ghost.   
 

  Acts 8:36   And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?  
 

This verse, and the following, refers to a eunuch and his desire to be baptized.  He recognizes that there 
is a sufficient body of water nearby.   
 
In regards to what we discussed regarding baptism it doesn’t offer much.  Baptism involves water.  
Although it makes reference to a sufficient body of water, it does not state whether that is required for 
baptism. 

 
  Acts 8:38   And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and 
he baptized him.  
 

This verse is part of the above passage and suggests something unique about religious acceptance.  This 
verse suggests the conversion and acceptance into Christianity is for all “men” despite physical 
limitations, and status.  Although this man was a eunuch, he belonged to the queen. 
 
It does not offer anything new to the discussion. 

 
  Acts 9:18   And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was 
baptized.  
 



 

 

This is the story of Paul’s (Saul) conversion.  He was blind, but was healed by Ananias and then was 
baptized. 
 
Although it doesn’t state it directly, through the miracle that restored his sight he became a believer.  
Whether or not belief proceeded baptism is not clear. 

 
  Acts 10:47   Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  
 

This verse is pretty clear and straight forward in suggesting one receives the Holy Ghost before being 
baptized. 

 
  Acts 10:48   And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.  
 

This verse seems to support previous verses regarding how baptism should be conducted, “in the name 
of the Lord”.   
 
This verse is unique in that those who were intended to be baptized were “commanded” to do so.  This 
may be the first verse so far that uses the term “command” in relation to baptism.  For these people, at 
the very least, it appears that baptism was something expected of them.  However, Peter is the one who 
commanded the baptisms in this verse. 
 

  Acts 11:16   Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost.  
 

This verse doesn’t offer much to the discussion.  John baptized with water and Jesus baptizes with the 
Holy Ghost.  As mentioned previously, other verses state Jesus baptized with fire, and others, the Holy 
Ghost and fire. 
 

  Acts 13:24   When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  
 

This verse supports many of the previous discussions above regarding John, and that he preached the 
baptism of repentance. 
 
Please refer to the above discussions for further elaboration in regards to the message and what the 
people knew at the time. 
 

Acts 16:33   And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.  
 

This verse suggests that the “washing” typically associated with the act of baptism occurred prior to the 
baptism. 
 
It is worth reading the verses of the passage, particularly beginning at Acts 16:30 – 16:33.  It specifically 
states how a soldier who was overseeing the prison asked Paul what he would have to do to be saved.  
Paul’s reply is the verse stated below.  In the verse above, Acts 16:33, Paul washes his stripes and then 
baptizes the soldier.  (please refer to the excerpt below) 
 

Acts 16:31   And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  

 



 

 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
 
It wasn’t until after being saved was he baptized. 
 
  Acts 18:8   And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians 
hearing believed, and were baptized.  

 
Suggesting that belief precedes baptism. 
 

Acts 19:4   Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on 
him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  
 

This verse supports some of the discussion stated above, that John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance and that he instructed the people they “should” believe in Christ Jesus, who as of yet had 
not come. 
 
Suggesting that baptism preceded belief in Jesus, in any manner. 
 
In addition, Paul suggests that John instructed the baptized that they “should” believe on Christ Jesus.  
Although we have seen that a variety of conditions have been offered in regards to what should precede 
what, referring to belief and baptism.  It would make sense that belief would precede baptism, but we 
have seen both.  But it is noteworthy to point out what John stated, not that “must” believe, but they 
“should”. 
 

Acts 19:5   When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
 

This verse supports some of the discussion above in that baptism is conducted “in the name of the Lord 
Jesus”. 
 
It suggests that belief precedes baptism.  A discussion expressed immediately above, as well as in other 
places. 
 

  Acts 22:16   And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.  
 

This is a story of Saul (Paul) when he was healed of blindness. 
 
This verse supports the discussions stated above, particularly those concerning John, in which it is stated 
baptism washes away sins. 
 
It also supports the discussions stated above regarding how baptism is conducted, which is by “calling 
on the name of the Lord”. 
 

Romans 6:3   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  
 

This verse marks the first time that baptism was described in such a manner, that the baptism into Jesus 
Christ is synonymous with being baptized into his death.  Although it is the first time stated in this 
manner, the idea has been hovering over the passages, unstated, continuously.  Jesus was sent for the 
purpose of being sacrificed for our sins.  So, his death is connected to our salvation.  Baptism “washes” 



 

 

away our sins in preparation for a new life.  Although none of us want to die, we will.  Our hope is 
connected with his resurrected life. 
 
It does not state anything regarding whether it is an absolute prerequisite or not.  We have already 
demonstrated that it appears that to be saved may not require being baptized. 
 

Romans 6:4   Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 

Suggesting baptism likens the baptized to the death, burying and resurrection of Christ. 
 
Refer to the above discussion on Romans 6:3 
 

Ephesians 4:5   One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
 

This verse references a statement provided in a discussion above regarding the types of baptisms.  In 
this verse it is suggesting that there is only one Lord, one faith and one baptism.  Suggesting as well, the 
baptism received from John is the same as that of Jesus, which some verses clearly differentiate.  John 
baptizes with water for repentance and the remission of sins, while Jesus baptizes with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire (some include fire, while others do not) 
 
In addition to the above, this verse suggests a few other things for our contemplation.  There is one 
Lord.  Christians believe there is only one God and his one Son.  Although both are referred to as Lord, 
we understand the connection to the “one”.  And because we believe in this sentiment, we exhibit our 
faith in their stories and in their being.  As such we have one faith.  Faith and belief may be considered 
as being synonymous.  But there is another way we may interpret this verse.  It may be a unifying 
statement, that in regards to God and faith, although there may be others that have other faith 
traditions, there is still only one faith and one Lord.  Our job is to get those who subscribe to God to also 
subscribe to Jesus.  The passage associated with this verse seems to support a message of unification. 
 

Colossians 2:12   Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead.  
 

The topic of this verse has been discussed above.  It suggests that while the baptism ties us with the 
death of Christ, faith (of the operation of God) will be the instrument in which we are resurrected. 
 

Hebrews 6:2   Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.  
 

Referring to the previous verse (6:1) of moving on from the doctrine of Jesus, unto perfection …  
Suggesting, possibly, once we have graduated from the doctrines we move into these aspects. 
 
This verse does not offer anything to support that baptism is an absolute prerequisite of being saved. 
 

1 Peter 3:21   The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

 
This verse states that baptism “also” saves us by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 



 

 

The phrase “… baptism doth also …” seems to suggest baptism is one of at least two ways that saves us.  
Or, it could mean that it not only washes away sin, but saves. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:17   For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of none effect.  

 
Suggesting, possibly, to be an effective preacher of the gospel one doesn’t have to be wise or good with 
words.  Simply providing the message of the good news is enough. 
 
Also suggesting, there are a variety of callings Christians may take on if they believe they have been 
moved in that direction.  Some preach, others baptize, others may do both. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:2   And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  

 
Baptized unto Moses (in the cloud and in the sea).  Not sure what this means but it does not offer 
anything in regards to establishing an absolute prerequisite. 
 
It’s possible that the reference to Moses suggests a connection between the law giver of the Old 
Testament and baptism of the New.  The prior suggests a way to gain favor in the eyes of the Lord by 
following the Commandments, while the former suggests a way to rid oneself of the sins committed 
under the laws.   Conforming to the laws under Moses is unattainable.  Baptism resets our sin status.  
Although the phrase being “born again” was differentiated under the section “Criteria To Be Saved”, in 
this context it may be viewed as being born again.  In addition, because baptism includes the use of 
water, it may be considered consistent with the phrase “born of water”. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:13   For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
 

Baptism is accomplished by ONE Spirit (God?) into ONE body (the body of Christ or the church) 
 
Suggesting God doesn’t differentiate between people of wealth, liberty, nationality, etc. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:29   Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized 
for the dead?  
 

Making the argument that if the dead don’t rise, then why are we baptizing for the dead? 
 
This is one of the first verses to suggest another purpose of the baptism, and it associates it with the 
hope of the promise.  Prior to this the verses were less specific.  There were references to being 
baptized to the death of Christ, but this one connects it with the resurrection of Jesus and us, in hope. 

 
Galatians 3:27   For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 
By being baptized into Christ, you “put on Christ”.  Suggesting we wear Christ, inside and out.  We exude 
his message and nature.  And, as such, our outward presentation reflects Christ’s nature.  Because we 
have some clues as to what his message is, and what his nature is, this verse seems to suggest that we 



 

 

reflect those qualities to others, much like others may react to what we wear, and how we groom 
ourselves. 
 

Matthew 3:11   I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 
not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  
 

This topic has been discussed above. 
 
 

Born Again 
John 3:3   Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.  
 

Unless you are born again, you cannot “see” the kingdom of God. 
 
Although it may be inferred, or speculated on, there is nothing in the gospel that directly connects the 
phrase “born again” with baptism.  It only appears three times in the Bible and never as a result of being 
baptized. 
 
There is nothing in the gospel that suggests that being saved or being baptized will provide an 
admissions ticket into the kingdom of God.  It appears that being “born again” stands independent.  
There is only one reference in verse that approximates this statement and that is the reference where 
Jesus states “I am the door, and he that enters in …” 

 
John 3:7   Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  
 

Referencing John 3:3 
 
1 Peter 1:23   Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

 
This is the third and last time this phrase is referenced, which states that being “Born again by the word 
… of God”. 


